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SUMMER SCHOOL 2007 IN GDANSK, POLAND
IP ERASMUS: “BRIDGING THE CITY - WATER IN ARCHITEGTURE,
URBAN SPACES AND PLANNING”

Summer School 2007 in Gdansk was run under the project IP Erasmus “Bridging the City - Water in
Architecture, Urban Spaces and Planning”. It was the first year of the 3-years cyclus. The aim of the Intensive
Programme is to organise high quality events for students which will be organised each year by different partner.
This project is run by four partner-universities in Gdansk (Poland), Weimar (Germany), Covilha (Portugal) and
Bratislava (Slovakia). The main co-ordinator of the whole IP Socrates project is Lucyna Nyka from the Technical
University of Gdansk. Each partner university was represented by students and teachers from the fields of
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning.
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Fig. 1: Participants of the Summer School in Gdansk

The summer school has been divided into lectures,
sightseeing and intensive workshops with interim and final
presentation. At the beginning, each university has been
shortly presented by their students. Later, the “Poster Visit
Cards” session prepared to the topic “Water as a Challenge
for Me”, helped to introduce all students participating at the
summer school. The Polish team of 15 architecture
students was lead by Lucyna Nyka, Jakub Szczepanski,
Gabriela Rembarz, and Piotr Lorens, the German team of 14
landscape architecture students was lead by Frank Eckardt,
Constanze Petrow and Adel Gyimothy, the Portuguese team
of 7 architecture students was lead by Jose Baros Gomes
and Jacek Krenz, and the team of 9 Slovak spatial planners
was lead by Zuzana Ladzianska.

Lectures and seminars were given by professors and
specialist in the field of architecture, landscape, spatial
planning, water management, history, art and other related
fields related with the issue “Bridging the City - Water in
Architecture, Urban Spaces and Planning” in Gdansk.
Diversity was achieved by inviting external experts, City
Council representatives, students and giving lectures in
diverse places directly in the relevant areas of interest.
Michael Feiler from IBA (Internationale Bauaustellung
Furst-Puckler-Land) gave the lecture on the isse of Water
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Constructed Landscapes, Lidia Makowska gave her lecture
on the Project SEAS in the Old Brewery, Drzegorz Lechman
gave his lecture on the Contemporary Art Centre LAZNIA
directly in the art centre where a contemporary art
exhibition took place, and many other water related lectures
were presented.

Fig. 2: Visit cards presentation

The aim of the intensive programme is to create
interdisciplinary and at the same time international groups
of students. This experience has not only broadened views
of students, but it has given them the apportunity to learn
how to communicate and negotiate in an interdisciplinary
team. Students created seven working groups related to
five major issues related to water related problems of
Gdansk. The most obvious problems and at the same time
the most interesting issues to be solved were
“Fortification”, “Links and Connections”, “Urban
Experience of Water”, “River Banks”, “Floating
Architecture”, and “Green Spaces”. Each team created a
unique project related and connected to rivers and channels
in Gdansk. Slovak students were a part of four working
groups. Brief description of these projects gives an idea of
their contents.
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Fig. 3: Kayak tour on the river Motlawa

Links and Connections. The idea of the project
was to connect different parts of the city around
the “killing road bridge” by diverse attractions to
make the part more interesting and atiractive not
only for people who live there, but for tourists too.
The focus of our design was the creation of an on-
water promenade going under the “killing road
bridge”. In the close surrounding different
function buildings were created; as restaurants,
shops and cafés. The next part of the design was
designed as a “green part” with trees and direct
connection to the water. At the end of the canal we
proposed to create a sport centre, with a possible
location of a canoe club and ride-a-hike facilities.
Due to the lack of appropriate short term
accommodation in Gdansk we proposed to
rebuild the old railway station into a museum and
hotel. The final part of the project is the “art area”
where an open-air cinema, theatre, museum and
gallery can be created. For this purpose we
proposed to use the old unused buildings. The
aim of the project was not only to connect all
above mentioned parts of the city, but also to
integrate these parts into the city’s life (written by
Natalia Huriovd, Michala Krivd).

River Banks. The main topic of our project was
River Banks and River Motlawa. We decided to
divide banks into two basic groups: public and
semi-private places. Under the “public river
banks” we generated areas which are situated in
the city centre, mainly the older parts, These
places are very well known and often visited by
fourists and younger people. “Semi-private
Banks” are usually situated in areas where people
live and children like to play. The idea was to
create terraces all around the river. They are
located centrally and are wide enough to provide
sufficient space for restaurants, sitting areas and
places to watch concerts. In the semi-private
areas terraces are smaller as they should provide

more intimate feeling of the place. They should be
easily accessible by mothers with children,
provide encugh space for family picnics and give
the opportunity to find silent hideaways for
fishermen. In our design proposed river banks
were made of brown-red bricks and concrete, as
these materials harmonise with the already
existing structures of the city (written by Katarina
Jankechovd, lvana Krbatovd).

L Floating Architecture. The main idea of the
project was to connect main historical points of
interest in Gdansk by water channels and so to
create a new way of transport in the city. Four
main traffic lines were created; the Restaurant
Line, the Tourist Line, the Fast Line, and the Baltic
Line. Each line is based on ports and platforms
which are situated on the river banks. The
“Restaurant Line” is situated on the right side of
the river Motlawa, between Granary, Olowianka
and Lower City Quarter. The “Tourist Line”
includes channels all over the city, as the aim s to
see all historical parts of the city centre, including
fortification, islands, shipyard and industrial
areas. The “Fast Line" is meant especially for local
people, to bring them easily and quickly to wark,
city centre and shopping centres. The “Baltic
Line" is created to connect Gdansk with the Baltic
Sea and countryside along the coast (written by
Jana Lietavovd, Alena Mauerovd, Anna
Varetkovd).

Fig. 4: Interim groups presentation



¥ SPECTRA

-
"‘. Cenire of Excellence

Fig. 5: Boat trip to Hel peninsula

- Links and Connections. The aim of the team was
to develop a design for the area of Gdansk called
the Lower City. The area became problematic,
because a lot of social problems, as
unemployment, have appeared here. The aim was
to bring people from this part of the city to the
main town, to break the isolation, and vice versa.
The challenge was to connect people with water
and utilize this potential to increase the quality of
life. In the first step we have to invite people to this
district. We situated attractive facilities, like
restaurants and kayak club next to the bridge,
which is the entrance to the Lower City. In the
second step we had to bring people to the edge of
the river which will lead them to the second
attractive point — water square and gallery. There
we proposed a new water connection between the
two channels of Motlawa River. Along this new
channel we designed the centre of the district with
the centre of the contemporary art, restaurants,
commercials, schools and other city life function.
Inthe lower part of the area we created a quite and
peaceful place to relax and enjoy the nature
(written by Olga Chudobovad, Cypridn Miller).

The highlight of the sightseeing tours was a kayak trip
along the Motlawa River. The “on the water” trip gave all
participants an opportunity to perceive the city, river and
water channels from a different, before unknown,
perspective. The advantage of the kayak tour was visiting
areas which are normally not accessible by pedestrians or
traffic, and helped to perceive and understand the comman
problems from the water perspective. During the two week
long summer school, all participants had the chance to visit
the Hel peninsula where a series of lectures on the issue of
the coast formation and protection, and sustainable
development of water landscape along Gdansk Bay have
been presented by local representatives. The final trip was
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related to the broader water concept. During the excursion
constructed landscapes of Vistula River have been
ohserved. The Malborg castle was a very good example
how a cultural heritage complex positively influence a water
related landscape and vice versa.

Participation on Intensive Erasmus Projects is very
important not only for students, but for teachers too. It
helps to deepen mutual understanding and cooperation in
different fields of professions. This type of projects helps to
develop and create long-lasting partnership between
universities, teachers and students. Experience gained in
this type of intensive workshops can be used in future for
organising common events. The next year Summer School
2008 run under the IP Erasmus project “Bridging the City -
Water in Architecture, Urban Spaces and Planning” will be
organised by the Institute of Spatial Planning at the Slovak
University of Technology in Bratislava.

Fig. 6: Final groups presentation



