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The DANUTB cultural network
aims to strengthen the Danube
regional cultural identity and to
create a common brand by sup-
porting transnational cultural
ties between the urban centres
along the Danube, and by explor-
ing the unused or hidden cultural
and social capital resources for a
better economic and cultural re-
turn. The main goal of the project

co-funded by the European Union

(ERDF and IPA funds) is to create
a comprehensive spatial-cultural
network - a “European Cultural
Promenade” connecting commu-

nities along the Danube. DANUrB

helps to create a unified tour-
ism brand, offering destinations,
thematic routes and development
possibilities that can increase the
number of visitors and prolong
their stay in the region. The pro-
ject targets the local communities
that are to be more connected to
the Danube, to use their cultural
resources more efficiently, and

it aims to direct them towards a
more sustainable development
trajectory encompassing a lively
chain of urban settlements along
the river. Project partners — uni-
versities, regional municipalities,
NGOs and professional market-
based agencies - create a network
and a common platform to work
together with a wide range of cul-
tural stakeholders. The resulting
sustainable cultural and tourism

strategy will prove that a common

Danube Urban Brand can bring

both social and economic benefits

to the region.

There are three specific main ob-
jectives within the DANUrB project:
1. DANUrB CULTURAL

NETWORK for creating

a pan-European cultural space,

encouraging international
dialogue and managing col-
laboration between research
and cultural institutions, mu-
nicipalities, private enterprises
and civil society that will es-
tablish a strong basis for long-
term sustainable development.
The objective is the creation of
a public space along the Da-
nube river, in abstract and in
physical terms, that is full of
actual cultural activities, both
during and after the project
implementation.

. DANUrB STRATEGY for trans-

national spatial development
program. A strategy for deve-
lopment of cultural, spatial
and landscape-related heritage
- resources along the Danube

- that will support a program
which takes into consideration
the global and the local levels
and is based on a thorough
research of the local potential
and conditions. Collaborating
experts in spatial planning,
cultural event planning and
tourism management will defi-
ne the spatial logic and cultu-
ral identity of the region to be
perceived as the main Europe-
an Cultural Promenade.

. DANUrB TOURS for new the-

matic routes in the Danube
cultural promenade. The creati-
on and actual implementation
of new routes connecting cul-
tural heritage and the way of
life will be presented through
specific topics such as common
history, architecture, and so-
cio-cultural processes. Unex-
plored region-specific heritage,
for example the common com-
munist past and local stories
and the still observed cultu-

ral traditions and phenome-

na will be re-interpreted for a
new valorisation. The collected
tourism products will be mar-
keted effectively together with
the application of the latest

tourist-media tools. Pocket
Guide is an application used by
one million users worldwide,
with 150 destinations at pre-
sent. The new tours created in
the project will be integrated
into this platform to ensure
practical promotion of the pre-
pared tourism products.

Practical results of the DANUrB

project include:

1. On-site spatial, cultural rese-
arch and research of the tra-
ditions and the architectural
historical heritage with the
objective to create a knowledge
base in the spatio-cultural con-
text along the Danube.

2. Pilot activities in selected
towns at the Danube, connec-
ting the local people to their
traditions and cultural heritage
via exhibitions, festivals and
installations.

3. Danube Cultural Promenade as
a platform for the cultural net-
work along the Danube.

4. Thematic tours and the mobi-
le application “Pocket Guide”
used by many tourists all over
the world which will also in-
clude the cultural heritage sites
along the Danube.

5. DANUTB Strategy as a common
spatial-cultural action-plan
for the valorisation of cultu-
ral heritage along the Danube,
collecting various information
and data sets for specific sites.
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This paper focuses on the deve-
lopment of planning mechanisms,
current practices and trends in
relation to the social aspects of
planning. Above all, we present the
research and applied methodology
aimed at involving the representa-
tives of municipal authorities (self-
government) and other entities
in the planning and development
strategy of the DANUTB project.
An important part of the project is
the formation of local communities
based on sustainable development
and tourism and on the coopera-
tion with local stakeholders.

As part of the project research,
we have set up a data collec-
tion methodology common to all
stakeholders involved to gather a
wide range of stakeholder-related
information, including their re-
quirements and expectations as-
sociated with the future develop-
ment of the territory concerned.
The data include information
of their current or future active
participation in transformation
processes. This methodology has
been applied to selected small
and medium-sized towns along
the Danube, which are in the
centre of project focus. Our asso-
ciate partner in the project is the
town of Komarno, and therefore
we conducted the research with
stakeholders having a relation to
this town and its surroundings.

Komarno is characterized by
an active involvement of its in-
habitants in public affairs, and an
intensive social and cultural life.
This is the ideal basis for involv-
ing citizens, civic associations as
well as business people in strate-
gies and projects for the transfor-
mation of the town, region, and
working with similar players in
other towns along the Danube.
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Small and medium sized towns
are the most common type of
urban settlement in Slovakia.
Therefore, finding ways for their
sustainable development is one
of the most urgent topics in con-
temporary Slovak urban planning
theory and practice. The main
tool of contemporary Slovak ur-
ban planning - the land use plan
- regulates the development of a
town/city on a large scale, while
often demarcating new develop-
ment areas, expanding the sub-
urbanization and satisfying the
requirements regarding trans-
port and other related issues.
Two such towns, Komarno and
Stirovo, undergoing similar pro-
cesses, are located on the river
Danube and are directly involved
in the research project INTER-
REG DANUrB.

With respect to these//the cur-
rent trends in urban planning, as
well as the needs of the research
project DANUTrB, we aimed to
propose possible methods for ad-
dressing a part of the issue - the
problem of rapid town expansion
- by identifying areas within the
town/city boundaries that have
the potential to meet such trans-
formation potential. In a selected
study of the town of Komarno, we
verified the method and tried to
prepare a concept for the valori-
sation of the area. Komarno has
various sections with high deve-
lopment potential: areas along
the Danube and the Vah rivers,
Elisabeth‘s Island, the former
ammunition factory complex,
the area around the historical

fortress, etc. Other areas where
urban planning intervention is
both possible and needed are un-
used sections along the railways
tracks and panel block housing
estates that need intensification.

Katarina Kristianova

The Danube area is a phenomenon
embracing the values of natural
beauty and those of cultural herit-
age, values both tangible and in-
tangible, values of the present and
of the past times. The DANUrB
project focuses on identifying the
values of the architectural cultural
heritage and methods of valorisa-
tion of such heritage, and further-
more, on identifying and valoris-
ing the Danube landscape, which
may add to the increase of tour-
ism and building of the “Danube
brand”.

One of the project goals is to
provide such data about the land-
scape, its stories/history and
values that is not visible at first
glance or has almost disappeared,
the data which has recently been
accessible only to a limited num-
ber of experts with the general
public and tourists mostly un-
aware of such gems. If people
know about these natural and
cultural heritage values it estab-
lishes the base for their protec-
tion and preservation for future
generations.

The article explains terms such
as the natural landscape and cul-
tural landscape, bringing atten-
tion to the importance of protec-
tion and preservation methods of
such landscapes using the exam-
ple of the Danube delta and the
Wachau Valley. Furthermore, it
presents a part of the research



phase 1 elaborating on the se-
lected values of the Danube nat-
ural and cultural landscape in
Slovakia.

The goal of valorisation strate-
gies under the project is to apply
a flexible, humane, and environ-
mentally and socially respon-
sible approach to the existing
natural and cultural zones of the
riverfront area. Making the val-
ues of the selected nature and
cultural heritage available via a
mobile application will be one of
the valorisation methods in the
DANUTB project final phase. The
extensive use of the smartphones
and mobile applications now-
adays opens new opportunities to
explore countryside, boost tour-
ism and also help interpret na-
ture and cultural heritage values.
The Internet and mobile applica-
tions are the means of providing
various information about the
country and its related stories.
This adds new dimensions to ex-
ploring the country in its actual
physical reality. For the current
research phase, the chosen ele-
ments of the green infrastructure
of Slovak pilot towns - Komarno
and Stiirovo — were selected to
be included in the mobile tourist
application.

Martin Dubiny, Pavel Gregor, Kristina
Kalasova

If we understand cultural herit-
age as a sum of works of art or
artefacts which are the result of
the work and effort of previous
generations, then it encompasses
not only the evidence of the his-
torical memory of a territory that
has been inhabited for thousands
of years but it is also the poten-
tial for further development. The
town of Komarno and its past are

associated with the fortress, the
port and the shipyard. The Hun-
garian-Slovak twin towns Komar-
no-Koméarom were originally one
town that was divided after the
WWI. The older part of the town
is located on the Slovak bank of
the Danube river. First, the castle
of Komarno was built in this part
of the town and gradually it was
transformed into a large fortress.
This fortification system was part
of one of the biggest and most
modern fortresses in the Austri-
an-Hungarian monarchy. Now-
adays, the old shipyard, the port
and the new shipyard are consid-
ered to be important industrial
heritage of the town that encour-
aged the development of indus-
try in the town and in the whole
region. The objective of the in-
ternational project DANUTB is to
reveal unused or hidden cultural
heritage and to spatially organ-
ize the resources in relation to
the Danube. These resources are
to be interconnected to establish
viable cooperation and thematic
products for tourism industry in
accordance with the spatial cul-
tural strategy.

Viera Joklova, Nina Chochrunova

One of the important outputs of
the European project DANUrB

is a digital platform that is used
for communication and sharing
of information among 39 project
partners and associated partners,
and for communicating the re-
sults of the research externally,
thus integrating the expert and
laic public, municipal authorities
and local communities in their
cooperation in creating the so
called Danube Cultural Prome-
nade and maintaining it also after

the end of the project financing.
This ensures the sustainability of
project activities. At present, the
process of preparing a methodo-
logy for the collaborative re-
search platform that involved 13
university and research institu-
tions has been completed. Local
communities, professional organ-
izations, entrepreneurs, cultural
institutions as well as tourism
experts have been asked to work
together to create an inter-region-
al strategy based on a thorough
research into a sustainable spatial
cultural heritage system along the
Danube. The research platform

is currently being transformed
into a structured web application
of the project, which will help

to increase the sharing of infor-
mation about the culture of the
Danube region. A geodatabase -

a geographic information system
that provides geographic data on
individual Danube regions, natu-
ral and social cultural systems,
and enables spatial analysis over
a specific time horizon as well as
constant updating is an indispen-
sable part of the web application.
The paper covers the basic prin-
ciples of Geographic Informa-
tion Systems (GIS), including the
geospatial information rules and
resources available in Slovakia
and documents their application
in the development of maps, da-
tabases and analytical documents
in the DANUTB project. The ac-
tual research of the spatial po-
tential of the natural and cultural
heritage of the Slovak part of the
Danube region is conducted in
the Quantum GIS software by the
project team of the FA STU in
Bratislava composed of (without
academic titles): Viera Joklova,
Nina Chochrunova - Jancova,
Kristina Kalasova, Martin Dubiny
and Andrea Lackova, and with the
support provided by the ongo-
ing work on creating the database
of cultural and natural heritage

coordinated by Pavel Gregor,
Katarina Kristianova and Jan
Urban. The currently developed
GIS database thus constitutes a
tool for collecting and organiz-
ing DANUTrB project data and for
developing a spatial system of the
Danube Cultural Promenade that
combines all layers of spatial, cul-
tural and socio-economic aspects
and will enable to determine the
potential for development in the
spatial context of the Danube Cul-
tural Promenade.
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