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By Lea Rollovd, Danica Kongekova,

Eva Rusiidkova

The initial phase of transformation of
social services, called ‘de-institution-
alization’, has started in Slovakia. The
transformation is characterized by the
change of the system providing social
care. Clients of large-scale institu-
tions should gradually move to newly
opened residential units. The aim of
the process is to include the clients
into social life, help them to get great-
erindependence, self-reliance and per-
sonal development. To meet the aim,
aradical change in the approach to the
design of urban and architectural envi-
ronment has to take place. This paper
looks into basic problems and inputs
which rely to this process.

Komplexné ponimanie komfortu

By Veronika Kotradyova
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The paper deals with the complex-
ity of the comfort issue in relation to
spatial design as a part of the body-
conscious and human-centred design.
It analyzes visual, tactile, behavioural,
somatic, acoustic, olfactory, gustatory
and socio-cultural comfort. The paper
presents the interaction between the
objects, environment and the human
beings as cultural creatures within
a particular social environment and at
the same time as millions of years old
biological organisms with a nervous
system.

It shows the reciprocal relation in
environmental perception (i.e. spatial
recognition in given environmental
setting, social background/context and
direct physical interaction with ob-
jects). Deeper attention is given to tac-
tile comfort focusing on contact com-
fort. The paper deals with the problem
of contact comfort. Contact comfort
consists of a combination of balanced
surface temperature, heat transmis-
sion, surface roughness, surface elas-
ticity and hardness, sorption activity
of the surface in terms of vapour (i.e.
fluids absorbance, sorption activity of
the surface in terms of absorbing the
external moisture such as sweat or air
humidity or its condensates). Further
it involves control over the body posi-
tion, possibilities of maintenance and
visual comfort connected with cul-
tural background of users, individual
mental and physical setting that is
creating an overall feeling of comfort.
All these parameters are measurable
and it is possible to optimize them
with the aim to find good solutions
that provide higher contact comfort.

Skola na konci sveta

By Gellért Ostrozansky
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The report explains the meaning and
importance of the primary educa-
tion facilities in marginal regions in
the Slovak Republic. The existence of
this educational facility can prevent
the depopulation in the mentioned
regions. An appropriate architectural
solution in context of country school
facilities can be assumed as a reposi-
tory for acquisition of external grants
for developing the given settlement or
the whole region. The research in the
model area supports the precondition
of a possible functional rehabilitation
of the involved primary schools. In
case of the mentioned rehabilitation,
several new functions have to be add-
ed, which can help to raise the level of
social and cultural life of inhabitants.
As the consequence of applying the
defined conditions, a community cen-
tre could be the most appropriate out-
come, which in relation to the context
of marginal regions could contribute
to the enhancement of their current
conditions.



Urbanita sidla

By Daniel Prekop

Architects often encounter issues re-
lated to placement of a structure. The
placement is not always adequate,
does not consider local characteristics
sufficiently, and often reflects only
the aim of the investor. The inconsis-
tency with urban environment is then
obvious, as the basic urban principles
are not followed. The ground plan of
the construction is often not harmon-
ised with its functionality, it is over-
sized in relation to the urban environ-
ment. Several questions arise in this
situation:

Is the designed architecture in harmo-
ny with the city character specified in
legal urban documents?

Does the architect of the given con-
struction have the right to controvert
the urbanity of the area and the land
use plan?

For this reason, currently the issue of
granting the city status to small urban
appears to be important. Developmen-
tal activities would have to be carried
out in compliance with the inner-city
structure and the existing multi-func-
tional and poly-functional areas. The
ever increasing gap between the the-
oretical solutions and principals for
the logical urban hierarchy of a city
and the current developmental reality
could start to be less surprising.

The article documents the current sta-
tus of problematic cities and commu-
nities, their existing or missing typi-
cal urban structures. Is it necessary,
based on the real examples, to show
the current state and to indicate the
need for a change. Professional crite-
ria for urban hierarchy, based on the
historic and demographic develop-
ment should be stressed. Based on the
analysis, it will be possible to state im-
portant urban principles that have to
be followed to preserve the character
of a city. The article will indicate the

criteria for granting the city status to
communities in the Slovak Republic.
In the Slovak Republic, city is a status
of a community received by a com-
munity upon their request and after
meeting the criteria based on the law
No. 369/1990 of the Slovak Republic.
The amendment (1.17) to this law in
its fourth part, in §22, states five
conditions for receiving a city sta-
tus. Community can be granted a city
status from the 1st of January of the
given year by fulfilling the following
conditions:

— it is industrial, administrative and
cultural centre or a centre of tourism
or a spa area,

— it provides services for inhabitants
of the neighbouring areas,

— it provides transportation services
connected to the neighbouring areas,
— it has built-up areas,

— it has at least 5000 inhabitants.
The city status can be granted even if
the condition of number of inhabit-
ants is not fulfilled.

It is known from the history that there
was a wider categorization used in
naming the inhabited areas (as for
example spa city, smaller cities...).
Today there are only two categories:
city and rural areas. It seems that re-
viewing the city status today is sim-
plified, superficial and problematic.
When reviewing the criteria and con-
ditions based on the law upon which
a city status is granted, there is a ques-
tion: why is there no interpretation of
these conditions and criteria and why
is there no up to date urban view that
would specify the city granting status.
Change or at least amendment to the
law prepared by expert urban planners
becomes inevitable and would mean
a change in the number of cities which
exist today.

One condition for a community that
seeks to be granted a city status is an
approved land use plan. There are also
other relevant aspects that should be
followed: structural aspects of build-
ings, specific interest areas of the city,
specific character of the build-up ar-
eas, etc.

The formulation which claims that
a community with has less then 5000
inhabitants can be granted a city
status is speculative. The exception
should be granted only to cities with
'city history' or special 'genius loci'.
Communities with a city status should
be urban areas with clear city struc-
ture — inner city and central city area.
Granting a city status based only on
political and administrative point of
view may have negative results not
only from the professional urban point
of view, but also from the sociologi-
cal, political and economical points
of view. The paradox is that we are re-
turning to the beginning. The core the
problem for a community is to prove
the city character. For the process of
evaluating the criteria, it is important,
that city representatives are present
at the process of granting the status.
The current practice has resulted in
granting the city status to communi-
ties which do not comply with the ba-
sic criteria of a city.

A city has to be an urban structure of
industrial, administrative and cultural
centre, it has to provide services and
jobs for the inhabitants of the neigh-
bouring areas, it has to have connec-
tion with the neighbouring areas, and
it has to fulfil complex demands of
the inhabitants. The basis for the re-
quest for granting a city status should
not be only an approved city area with
promise for the future that does not
solve the structural points of view
and its structure will not comply with

functional structure. That is why the
city seeking for a city status should
thoroughly document its present
'evaluation' and 'research' of the area,
and also document its perspective in
the form of the 'strategy of the devel-
opment' and 'plan of the industrial de-
velopment of the city'. It means that
it should not be only a promise for fu-
ture development but documented re-
ality of the existing situation.

The process of granting the city sta-
tus should be based on updated evalu-
ation of cities from the point of view
of an architect and urban planner. The
aim should be to evaluate the exist-
ing structural status of a community
in a way that will enable to formulate
new urban criteria for granting the city
status.
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